
English 8/Reading 8 (Mrs. Stuart) 
The Diary of Anne Frank by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett (ISBN-13: 9781607969341)    Assessment 
during the first nine weeks of school will include objective and summative assessments.  
 
Students will be reading The Diary of Anne Frank by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett. Be informed 
that students may have to obtain one or two other novels at some point during the school year. Students 
will be given ample time to obtain a copy if necessary.  
 
Please note that The Diary of Anne Frank is a play based on The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank. 
Please do not purchase The Diary of a Young Girl, as it is different from our text.  
 
Definitions:  
Students should define the following words on loose leaf before reading the play. These definitions will 
help them better understand the elements of a play, and therefore, the plot of the story.  
 

1. Act 
2. Scene 
3. Dialogue 
4. Monologue 
5. Stage directions 
6. Mood 

 
Guided Reading Questions: 
On loose leaf, copy the question and answer in complete sentences. This assignment will prove that 
you’ve read and understand the play, and it will serve as a study guide for future assessments. You 
should expect to take a test on the story during the first nine weeks of school.  
 
Act I scenes i-iii 
 

1. What problems, challenges, and dangers do the characters face? 
2. Why does Peter call Anne “Mrs. Quack Quack”? 
3. Tell what happened to Mrs. Van Daan’s fur coat and how she reacted. 
4. In addition to the problems that come with hiding, Anne has to grow up with no friends her 

own age. What are some of the things she does to keep herself going? 
5. Identify one thing each of these characters does to keep from giving up: 

Mr. Frank, Mrs. Frank, Margot, Peter, and Mr. Kraler. 
6. How does Peter feel about his parents? How does he feel about Anne? Explain. 
7. Dussel describes terrible things going on in Amsterdam. How do you think this information will 

affect the Franks and the Van Daans? 
8. Review Mr. Van Daan’s ideas about the kind of girl men like. Would you say that his wife fits 

this description? Explain.  
9. Do you think Mrs. Frank and Mr. Frank would like Anne to be more like Margot? Explain.  

 



Act I scenes iv-v 
 

1. In scene 5, traditions and religious faith lift the characters’ spirits--until things take a very bad 
turn. Would they be better off at the end of the scene if they had not celebrated Hanukkah? 

2. What happens in the nightmare that wakes Anne? 
3. Why does Mr. Van Daan say he wants to get rid of Peter’s cat? 
4. In a paragraph, tell what Anne goes through in scene 4 and 5. Which one event or experience do 

you think affects her the most? 
5. What do you learn about the characters from their reactions to the thief downstairs? Explain.  
6. Hanukkah is a celebration of freedom. How does the group’s celebration of the holiday add to 

the meaning of the play? 
7. How do you think Anne affects the lives of others? 
8. From your experience, is Anne’s conflict with her mother normal? Explain.  

 
Act II scenes i-ii 

1. The characters in The Diary of Anne Frank develop routines of everyday life. How do these 
routines help them carry on through difficult times? 

2. What does Miep bring that causes an argument in the group?  
3. Why is Anne dressing up as scene 2 begins?  
4. Why is Mr. Kraler’s news about the possible blackmail attempt so important to the group? 
5. What does Anne mean when she says, “We have problems that no other people our age have 

ever had”? Use details from the play to support your answer.  
6. How do you think the characters are doing, given their living conditions? Are they dealing well 

with their situation?  
 
Act II scenes iii-v 
 

1. Anne is a good example of someone who never gives up. How do the others hiding in the attic 
compare with her? 

2. What does Miep bring with her when she returns to announce that the invasion has begun? 
3. How do the others react when they catch Mr. Van Daan stealing the bread? 
4. What accounts for the difference between Peter’s and Anne’s view of their situation? Explain 

your answer with details from the play. 
5. Are you surprised by Anne’s views on the war and about people in general? Explain. 
6. Do you think Anne would have grown up as fast as she does if she hadn’t gone into hiding? 

Would she have learned the same lessons if she had had a normal childhood? 
7. At the end of the play, Mr. Frank feels shamed by the part of Anne’s diary that says, “I still 

believe that people are really good at heart.” What does his comment suggest about his own 
belief in people’s goodness? Do you think his belief changed over the three years since the 
family went into hiding? Explain your answers.  


